Experts Call on Governments to use available
evidence to improve the lives of people

By Larmy Majangah - June 19, 2023
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Evidence-informed policies are what Africa needs to improve people’s lives, experts meeting
in Nairobi for the 11th Africa Evidence Summit on evidence-informed policy governance said.

According to experts at the meeting and drawn from worldwide, governments will begin
setting the right development priorities, design cost-effective interventions, and enhance
program implementation when using research evidence.

ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS ARE A VALUABLE RESERVOIR OF
INNOVATION AND KNOWLEDGE AS THEY RESEARCH COMPLEX
ISSUES. HOWEVER, DUE TO VARIOUS BOTTLENECKS, THE
EVIDENCE THEY PRODUCE DOES NOT REACH THE TABLES OF
POLICYMAKERS, WHO ARE OFTEN UNDER PRESSURE TO MAKE
DEVELOPMENT DECISIONS QUICKLY. BRIDGING THE GAPS
BETWEEN RESEARCH, POLICY, AND PRACTICE CAN HELP
POLICYMAKERS ACCESS THE LATEST RESEARCH AND INSIGHTS
TO MAKE BETTER DECISIONS AND IMPROVE PEOPLE'S LIVES,”
SAID DR ELIYA ZULU, THE FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
THE AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT POLICY.

He said academic institutions and researchers need to understand the evidence needs of
decision-makers better and communicate their research effectively to ensure policymakers
understand the evidence, which informs their decisions.

According to him, local academics should no longer sit on the fence and point fingers at
government failures but be actively involved in public policy discourses so they serve as
strategic agents of the transformation we all want to see in Africa’s development.

“Practical, context-specific and transparent causal research is instrumental to policymakers,”
said Dr Amos Njuguna, Dean of the School of Graduate Studies, Research and Extension at
the United States International University-Africa and a founding member of NIERA.

He added that as the continent seeks inclusive and sustainable development, there is also
evidence of the high demand for African researchers with skills like impact evaluation
methodology.

A CENTRAL COMPONENT OF CEGA'S APPROACH TO IMPROVING
LIVES HAS BEEN TO ADVANCE THE SCHOLARSHIP OF AFRICAN
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RESEARCHERS AND TO COLLABORATE ON CREATING LOCALLY-
LED DEVELOPMENT SOLUTIONS,” SAID DR EDWARD MIGUEL,
FACULTY CO-DIRECTOR OF CEGA AND PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS
AT UC BERKELEY. “| HOPE THAT THE SUMMIT CAN SERVE AS A
PLATFORM FOR AFRICAN SCHOLARS TO INCREASE THE IMPACT
OF THEIR RESEARCH.”

The Africa Evidence Summit is an annual in-person gathering that brings together East and
West African scholars, U.S.-based faculty, and global policymakers and practitioners to
discuss the latest research findings on economic development and poverty alleviation. The
Summit promotes new ways to integrate evidence into decision-making, elevates African
scholarship, and seeds new South-South and North-South collaborations.

Organized by the Network of Impact Evaluation Researchers in Africa (NIERA), an association
of African scholars that advances decision-focused impact evaluation of development
programs, and the Center for Effective Global Action (CEGA), a research hub at UC Berkeley
that generates innovative evidence decision-makers use to reduce global poverty, this year’s
Summit will cover topics of paramount importance to African leaders, including health and
resiliency, growth and inequality, and making evidence more inclusive and beneficial for
policymakers.

This year’s Summit brings together an impressive array of researchers and organizations
working to alleviate poverty in Africa, including the African Economic Research Consortium
(AERC), the African Institute for Development Policy (AFIDEP), Afrobarometer, Busara, the
Global Poverty Research Lab (GPRL), the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID), and the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.
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Journalist/PR Practitioner who seeks to tell the African stories in an African way. Be it on Politics, Sports,
Business, and Current News the story will be told. Twitter @kmajangah
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