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Climate change could increae
Canadian crop production
Climate change i alread affecting what crop are grown in northern
region and more change are on the wa

 Shannon VanRaes 
Reporter
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Lutz Goedde Photo: Shannon VanRaes 

Climate change i altering weather, raiing ea level and hrinking the Arctic, ut that
might e a good thing for Canada — at leat from an agricultural production
tandpoint.

“It look like Canada i going to e one of the winner from climate change,” aid Jaon
Cla of the World Wildlife Fund, peaking to indutr repreentative and polic-
maker at the Forum on Canada’ Agri-Food Future in Ottawa.

He noted that while not all region of Canada will have a poitive
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experience, “ignificant area of Canada are going to have longer growing eaon” and
that “Canada hould e ale to produce a lot more food going forward.”

Other agree with the aement.

Lutz Goedde, of the management and conulting firm McKine & Compan, aid
Canada i in a unique poition ecaue of it northern latitude and large uppl of freh
water.

“There i a lot of talk aout gloal warming and climate change, ou gu are reall
luck. Canada i the onl place in the world that at cale, without doing anthing, i
actuall getting etter ecaue of climate change and gloal warming,” he aid.

Pointing to the tead northward trek of corn and oean, the agricultural uine
conultant aid that the effect are alread evident.

For hi part, Cla noted that the growing eaon in North Dakota ha increaed  an
average of 10 da over the lat five ear alone.

“That’ not going to top at the order, it going to keep going north,” he aid.

Growing opportunit
A tud pulihed in the cientific journal
Nature thi Octoer came to the ame
concluion. While much of the world will ee
upheaval and diminihed agricultural
production a a reult of climate change,
Canadian farmer will have an opportunit
to expand their eaon, growing area and
tpe of crop the produce.

“Growing evidence demontrate that
climatic condition can have a profound
impact on the functioning of modern human

ocietie, ut effect on economic activit appear inconitent,” read the tud,
authored jointl  Marhall urke, Solomon Hiang and dward Miguel.

Ruia and Mongolia are alo poied to do etter in the wake of climate change, while
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ome area of urope are alo likel to ee mall improvement to growing condition.

Who loe out to climate change? Thoe who can leat afford it.

Africa, Aia, the Middle at and South America are expected to ee marked decreae in
agricultural production and overall productivit. The United State will alo ee ome
decreae in productivit a a reult.

“ver other place in the world aicall i getting wore,” aid Lutz. “So it’ a good
ituation to e in for Canada.”

ut Cla caution that warmer
temperature, longer growing eaon and
new agricultural region poe other rik —
particularl to the natural haitat and
waterwa.

While Canada ma e called on to provide
more food to nation feeling the negative
effect of climate change, it can’t do o 
detroing it own reource ae, he
treed.

Cla noted that alread, million more acre of graland and prairie have een worked
under in the northern United State a farmer look to take advantage of the longer
eaon with new crop.

“I think the quetion i, how much i enough?” he aid. “How much i enough and how
much i going to leave our natural reource ae intact, to the point that Canadian
want to ee it? So there i good clean water, good oil, health tream, a lot of
iodiverit?”

And Canada hould not loe ight of higher value and value-added product a it
ailit to produce agriculture commoditie grow, aid Lutz.

Cla elieve that innovation and trateg will e ke to oth profiting from coming
change and protecting the environment, while alo producing more food for a growing
world.
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