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As the saying goes, success has many parents. It is something that holds true for
Deworm the World, a programme led by Evidence Action that aims to end the public
health threat of intestinal worms.
It was at the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting in 2007 that Michael Kremer,
an economics professor at Harvard, presented research he and his colleagues had
conducted into the impact of schoolbased deworming. Together with Esther Duflo
and Kristen Forbes, both professors at MIT, he encouraged fellow members of the
Forum’s Young Global Leaders community to join them in “deworming the world”, a
lowcost effort that would improve the lives of hundreds of millions of children.
Intestinal worms affect an estimated 870 million schoolage children worldwide, and
the damaging effects on their health are well known. The research that Kremer
presented demonstrated another, previously underappreciated effect: the impact on
children’s education. When he and Edward Miguel (who coauthored the research)
evaluated a programme that treated schoolchildren in Kenya for soiltransmitted
helminths (such as roundworms and hookworms) and for schistosomiasis, they
found that the programme had reduced the incidence of infection by 25% and,
surprisingly, school absenteeism by onequarter, at a cost of less than 50 cents per
child, per year. Even untreated children benefited from the programme, because
there were fewer worms in the environment.
Subsequent research showed deworming to be an incredibly costeffective education
https://agenda.weforum.org/2014/12/dewormtheworldschoolsprogrammekremerzwane/

1/5

12/22/2014

Deworming the world for better schools, brighter futures  Agenda I The World Economic Forum Agenda I The World Economic Forum | The World Ec…

intervention: even the young siblings of those treated experienced improved
cognitive development (equal to half a year of schooling). When the research team
followed children into early adulthood, it turned out that schoolbased deworming
increased girls’ rate of passing the primaryschool exam and entering secondary
school, and increased boys’ working hours and earnings when they later entered the
labour market.
The idea caught on with other governments. In 2009, Raila Odinga, prime minister of
Kenya at the time, announced the scaleup of deworming programmes to treat 3
million of the nation’s children. Subsequently, the Indian states of Delhi, Bihar,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh also committed to largescale schoolbased
deworming. The Deworm the World initiative is now supporting a national school
based deworming programme in Vietnam, a country with a high worm burden. They
are doing so in collaboration with the Thrive Network (operating in Vietnam as East
Meets West Foundation).
Today, the initiative is a coalition of organizations led by Evidence Action, which
treats 35 million children globally, and will treat tens of millions more over the coming
years. Deworm the World provides technical assistance to governments in
launching, strengthening and sustaining schoolbased deworming programmes, and
advocates for schoolbased deworming to policymakers.
We have much progress to report. In the past school year, Kenya’s national school
based deworming programme treated 6.4 million children, surpassing all goals. In
India, state governments in Delhi, Bihar, Rajasthan treated 29 million, with the
assistance of Deworm the World. Programmes are integrated with other important
initiatives, including the supplementation of Vitamin A, iron and folic acid, and the
treatment of lymphatic filariasis. Evidence Action works closely with the neglected
tropical diseases community to learn and share best practices.
Despite these accomplishments, there is still a long way to go. In 2011, the World
Health Organization set the goal of treating 75% of atrisk children – yet only about
32% of these those children (270 million out of 870 million) were treated in 2013.
The effort is highly focused: there are more than 400 million untreated, atrisk
children in just 10 countries, nine of which urgently need to scale up their school
based deworming programmes. These include: India, Nigeria, Indonesia, Ethiopia,
the Philippines, Pakistan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania and South
https://agenda.weforum.org/2014/12/dewormtheworldschoolsprogrammekremerzwane/
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Sudan. Only Bangladesh has instituted nationallevel programmes.
Evidence Action has an ambitious – yet attainable – plan to exponentially grow the
Deworm the World initiative to reach more atrisk children in more countries. There
are renewed global funding commitments and partners, such as the END Fund, the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Dubai Cares, the World Bank, the London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and the Children’s Investment Fund Foundation –
all working together to achieve these goals.
The Forum launched the initiative as a coalition of partners and has kept its Young
Global Leaders community abreast of progress; it also inspires them to keep
contributing to the cause, which they do generously.
What started as an idea among Young Global Leaders in snowy Davos is now a
global movement that is bringing better futures to millions of kids worldwide.
Authors: Michael Kremer is the Gates Professor of Developing Societies in the
Department of Economics at Harvard University and a fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Alix Zwane is executive director of Evidence Action.
She was previously a senior programme officer in the Global Development group at
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
Images: Stephanie Skinner/Evidence Action
Posted by Michael Kremer and Alix Zwane  05:33
All opinions expressed are those of the author. The World Economic Forum Blog is an independent and neutral platform
dedicated to generating debate around the key topics that shape global, regional and industry agendas.
Ageing

Davos

Hyperconnectivity

Deworm The World

Deworming

Young Global Leaders

Education

Education

Global

Health

Young Global Leaders

https://agenda.weforum.org/2014/12/dewormtheworldschoolsprogrammekremerzwane/

3/5

12/22/2014

Deworming the world for better schools, brighter futures  Agenda I The World Economic Forum Agenda I The World Economic Forum | The World Ec…

0 Comments



Forum:Blog  The World Economic Forum

Login

Share ⤤ Favorite ★

Sort by Newest

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

WHAT'S THIS?

ALSO ON FORUM:BLOG  THE WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM

How currencies behave over the
business cycle

Why an HIV vaccine and cure may not
be far off

1 comment • 3 days ago

1 comment • 4 days ago

Jess — The link to the paper does not

Emilhy Martins — Thank to dr. okorom

work

for his good work I really believe HIV
have cure I was HIV …

Good news you may have missed in
2014

Do we need to rethink the bachelor’s
degree?

1 comment • 3 days ago

1 comment • 3 days ago

✉

Prof. Jagdish Khatri — Thanks for

Bruce_William_Smith — The real issue

sharing good news about 2014.
Usually, the media is too busy …

is identified at the end of the fourth
paragraph  "more …

Subscribe

d

Add Disqus to your site



Privacy

Related posts
Suggested next articles

Young Global
Leaders
We need the political
will to end...

How many schools
are connected to the...
MICHAEL TRUCANO

@YGLvoices on Twitter

https://agenda.weforum.org/2014/12/dewormtheworldschoolsprogrammekremerzwane/

4/5

12/22/2014

Deworming the world for better schools, brighter futures  Agenda I The World Economic Forum Agenda I The World Economic Forum | The World Ec…
Bill Gates
@BillGates

22h

One of my favorite stories of 2014: In just one year,
Nigeria went from 50 polio cases to 6:
b‐gat.es/137AZs0 pic.twitter.com/9IEfRj9cUc
Retweeted by World Economic Forum

Expand
World Economic Forum
@wef

19m

How to involve women in #climatechange
mitigation wef.ch/1rcCUqD #gender
pic.twitter.com/6ceFbD1MyW

Expand

Committed to improving the state of the world
Communities

Useful links

About us

Sitemap

Strategic Partners

Events

Our Mission

Home

Leadership and Governance

Blog

Our Members

Reports

History

Events

Klaus Schwab

Projects

Careers

Issues
Communities

Industry Partners
Foundation Members
Global Agenda Councils
Global Growth Companies

Annual Meeting
Annual Meeting of the New
Champions 2014

Global Leadership Fellows

Issues

Risk Response Network

Economic growth

Contact Us

Technology Pioneers

Environmental sustainability

Open Forum

Schwab Foundation

Financial Systems

World Economic Forum USA

Young Global Leaders

Health for All

中文

News

Global Shapers

Social development

日本語

Videos

Privacy & Terms of Use

Press

Women Leaders and Gender
Parity
Civil Society

Access

Academic Networks

IBC area

Reports

IMC area

Media

Fictitious email warning
Subscribe

Strategic Partners’ area
Global Risks Report

Partner Institutes’ area

Global Competitiveness Report
Global Gender Gap Report

https://agenda.weforum.org/2014/12/dewormtheworldschoolsprogrammekremerzwane/

5/5

